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The  Soviet  Union  recently  released  its  grain  yield  and  production  figures  for 
the  1981-1985  crops  for  the  first  time.  The  data  were  published  in  the 
statistical  yearbook,  "The  National  Econany  of  the  USSR,  1985."  Prior  to  the 
issuance  of  these  figures,  1980  was  the  last  crop  for  which  the  Soviet  Union 
had  published  yield,  area  and  production  data. 

The  official  yield  and  production  figures  for  the  total  Soviet  1981-1985  grain 
crops  and  corresponding  USDA  estimates  follow: 


YIELDS 


Year 

Official  Soviet  Data 

USDA  Estimates 

(Metric  Tons 

Per  Hectare) 

1981 

1.26 

1.27 

1982 

1.52 

1.46 

1983 

1.59 

1.57 

1984 

1.44 

1.42 

1985 

1.62 

1.61 

USSR:  TOTAL  GRAIN 

YIELDS, 

1981- 

-85 


USDA  ESTIMATES  VS  OFFICIAL  SOVIET  DATA 


□  OFFICIAL  SOVIET 


A  USDA  ESTIMATE 


Approved  by  the  World  Agricultural  Outlook  Board  -  USDA 


PRODUCTION 

Year 

Official  Soviet  Data 

USDA  Estimates 

(1,000  Metric  Tons) 

1981 

158,216 

160,000 

1882 

186,773 

180,000 

1983 

192,216 

190,000 

1984 

172,627 

170,000 

1985 

191,674 

190,000 

USSR:  TOTAL  GRAIN  PROD.,  1981-85 


USDA  ESTIMATES  VS  OFFICIAL  SOVIET  DATA 


□  OFFICIAL  SOVIET  A  USDA  ESTIMATE 


Official  Soviet  data  for  area,  yield  and  production  of  the  various  grains  for 
the  period  1955-1985  are  given  in  the  following  tables. 

Soviet  grain  yields  are  on  a  "bunker  weight"  basis  and,  therefore,  are  not 
discounted  for  excess  moisture  or  foreign  material. 

The  Soviet  definition  of  "grain"  includes  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats,  com, 
millet,  buckwheat,  rice,  pulses,  and  miscellaneous  grains. 
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Considering  the  significant  role  of  grain  in  the  economy  of  the  USSR,  it  is 
necessary  to  analyze  the  yield  and  production  data  for  the  last  5  years  and  to 
put  them  into  perspective.  The  period  beginning  1971  was  selected  for  this, 
since  in  the  early  1970s,  the  leadership  of  the  USSR  seriously  embarked  on  a 
program  to  improve  the  Soviet  diet,  specifically  to  increase  the  per  capita 
consumption  of  livestock  products.  Also,  1971-1985  coincides  with  three 
5-year  plans  which  are  central  for  all  econcmic  activity  in  the  USSR.  Greater 
and  assured  availability  of  grain  was  the  focal  point  of  the  effort  to  improve 
livestock  output.  Vlh ile  trying  to  raise  domestic  grain  output,  the  Soviets 
also  undertook  the  role  of  a  consistent  and  major  grain  importer  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  needs  of  their  livestock  industry.  They  have  continued  as  a  net 
importer  of  grain. 

The  following  charts  show  the  patterns  of  grain  production  and  yields  since 
1971.  Production  has  been  strongly  related  to  yields  which  fluctuated  widely, 
more  in  the  1970 's  than  in  this  decade.  Although  less  unstable  in  recent 
years,  yields  of  total  grains,  bread  grains,  and  feed  grains  did  not  improve 
during  1971-1985.  Individually,  rye,  corn  and  oats  enjoyed  increased  yields 
in  the  last  5  years;  wheat  and  barley  yields  were  lower.  Irrigation 
contributed  substantially  to  the  improved  com  yields.  From  1971  to  1985,  the 
area  of  total  irrigated  land  rose  by  40  percent,  but  for  grain  went  up  over  60 
percent,  from  2.3  million  to  3.8  million  hectares. 

Changes  in  cropping  patterns  were  made  during  1971-1985.  Total  grain  area  was 
reduced,  as  was  the  area  seeded  to  bread  grains;  the  feed  grains  area  and  area 
devoted  to  fallow  were  increased.  These  shifts  changed  production  patterns. 

As  expected,  feed  grains  had  a  somewhat  larger  share  of  total  output  in 
1981-1985  than  in  the  earlier  periods.  Relatively,  bread  grain  production 
declined.  Because  of  the  emphasis  on  producing  pulses,  as  a  source  of  protein 
for  livestock  rations,  the  output  of  "other  grains"  increased,  especially  in 
1981-1985. 

Regarding  the  1985  grain  crop,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  new  system 
of  intensive  technology  was  applied  widely  in  the  USSR  for  the  first  time. 

The  Soviets  reported  that  the  17  million  hectares  on  which  this  technique  was 
applied  produced  "an  additional"  16  million  tons  of  grain,  primarily  wheat  and 
sane  corn.  It  is  unclear  how  this  reported  "additional"  output  relates  to  the 
total  harvest  of  191.7  million  tons. 


This  report  was  prepared  by  the  Foreign  Production  Estimates  Division  (FPED), 
FAS/USDA,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  to  the  division  or  by  calling  (202)  382-8888. 
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USSR:  GRAIN  PRODUCTION 
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USSR:  GRAIN  AREA 

(AVXRAOXi  1071—70.  1070—00.  1001—00) 


71—70  AVO.  IV.  V)  70—00  AVO.  E2223  01—00  AVO. 


USSR:  GRAIN  YIELDS 
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USSR:  GRAIN  PRODUCTION 


71—70  AVO. 
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USSR:  TOTAL  GRAIN  AREA,  1971-85 


USSR:  TOTAL  GRAIN  YIELDS ,  1 971 -85 


USSR:  TOTAL  GRAIN  RROD .  ,  1971-85 
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MILLION  METRIC  TONS  METRIC  TONS/HECTARE  MILLION  HECTARES 


USSR:  BREAD  GRAIN  AREA,  1971-85 


(WHEAT  AND  RYE) 


USSR:  BREAD  GRAIN  YIELDS,  1971-85 


USSR:  BREAD  GRAIN  BROD .  ,  1971-85 
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MILLION  METRIC  TONS  METRIC  TONS/HECTARE  MILLION  HECTARES 


USSR:  FEED  GRAIN  AREA,  1971-85 


USSR:  FEED  GRAIN  YIELDS,  1  971  -85 


USSR:  FEED  GRAIN  FROD.,  1971-85 
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USSR:  GRAIN  AREA,  1  97  1  —  85 
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USSR:  GRAIN  RROD . ,  1971-85 

(BREAD  VS  FEED  GRAINS) 


BREAD  GRAIN 


FEED  GRAIN 
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USSR:  TOTAL  GRAIN  YIELDS,  1971-85 


X  TREND  —  .00) 


USSR:  BREAD  GRAIN  YIELDS,  1971-85 


USSR:  WHEAT  YIELDS,  1971  —  85 
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USSR:  RYE  YIELDS,  1971-85 


X  TREND  —  .11) 


USSR:  FEED  GRAIN  YIELDS,  1971-85 


X  TREND  (R^  =  .00) 


USSR:  CORN  YIELDS, 
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USSR:  BARLEY  YIELDS,  1971 —  85 


USSR:  OATS  YIELDS,  1971-85 


X  TREND  (R2  =  .03) 
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USSR:  AVERAGE  GRAIN  PRODUCTION  SHARES 


BREAD  BRAIN  (55.3  X) 


FEED  6RAIN  (39.0  X) 


1971-1975 


BREAD  6RAIN  (53.9  X) 


BREAD  GRAIN  (51.1  X) 


OTHER  BRAIN  (5.1  X) 


FEED  6RAIN  (41.0  X) 


FEED  6RAIN  (42.4  X) 


OTHER  BRAIN  (6.5  X) 


1976-1980 


1981-1985 


USSR:  GRAIN  PRODUCTION  BY  REPUBLIC 


1976-80  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1981-85 


Republic 

(Avg.) 

- Million 

Metric 

Tons — 

(Avg.) 

RSFSR 

113.9 

78.8 

105.2 

111.5 

92.4 

106.6 

98.9 

Ukraine 

43.2 

36.1 

41.9 

36.5 

41.7 

40.5 

39.3 

Kazakhstan 

27.5 

23.8 

19.5 

23.2 

15.8 

24.2 

21.3 

Byelorussia 

6.2 

5.8 

5.5 

5.8 

7.2 

6.8 

6.2 

Moldavia 

2.9 

2.3 

2.8 

2.2 

2.9 

2.4 

2.5 

Lithuania 

2.6 

2.2 

2.8 

2.8 

3.5 

2.9 

2.8 

Latvia 

1.4 

1.2 

1.5 

1.5 

2.0 

1.6 

1.6 

Estonia 

1.1 

0.9 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

0.9 

1.1 

Uzbekistan 

2.3 

2.9 

2.8 

3.4 

1.7 

1.5 

2.5 

Kirgizia 

1.4 

1.5 

1.0 

1.5 

1.2 

1.5 

1.3 

Turkmenistan 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

Tadzhikistan 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.4 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

Armenia 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

0.2 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

Georgia 

0.7 

0.5 

0.6 

0.6 

0.7 

0.6 

0.6 

Azerbaidzhan 

1.1 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.3 

1.3 

1.2 

USSR  Total 

205.0 

158.2 

186.8 

192.2 

172.6 

191.7 

180.3 

For  the  entire  USSR,  grain  production  for  1981-85  was  approximately  25  million  tons  (or  12 
percent)  below  that  for  the  previous  five-year  period  (1976-80).  While  a  few  minor  republics 
produced  more  grain,  the  three  major  grain  producers  produced  less.  The  Ukraine  produced  9 
percent  less  and  the  RSFSR,  13  percent  less,  because  of  both  reduced  aea  and  reduced  yields. 

In  Kazakhstan,  production  fell  22  percent  almost  entirely  because  of  lower  yield. 
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Do  you  need 

information 

about 


•  Overseas  markets  and  buy¬ 
ing  trends? 

•  New  competitors  and 
products? 


Then  Foreign  Agriculture  —  USDA's  fact-filled  monthly  agricultural  trade  magazine  —  is 
for  you.  Based  on  official  USDA  data  available  nowhere  else,  Foreign  Agriculture 
articles  are  clear  and  crisp,  written  to  provide  the  export  information  you  need,  in  a  con¬ 
cise  and  extremely  readable  form. 

Special  information  is  found  in  Foreign  Agriculture’s  telegraphed,  targeted  news  depart¬ 
ments:  Fact  File,  Country  Briefs.  Trade  Updates  and  Marketing  News.  And  its  tables 
and  graphs  will  give  you  an  immediate  grasp  of  what’s  going  on  overseas. 

In  addition,  periodic  special  issues— such  as  the  one  devoted  entirely  to  value-added 
exports— will  give  you  a  wide  range  of  detailed  information  about  overseas  markets. 


•  Trade  policy  developments?  •*  y°u  use  agricultural  facts  and  figures  in  your  business,  you  need  Foreign  Agriculture. 


•  Overseas  promotional 
activities? 


Subscribe  today!  Just  $11.00  ($13.75  for  foreign  delivery)  brings  you  Foreign  Agriculture 
;or  12  full  months. 


SUBSCRIPTION  ORDER  FORM  Enter  My  Subscription  To  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE 


Please  print  or  typ« 

Write  check  payable  to 
Superintendent  of  Documents 


$11.00  domestic  (United  States  and  its  possessions);  $13.75  foreign.  The  Government 
Printing  Office  requires  that  foreign  addressees  send  international  money  orders, 
UNESCO  coupons,  or  checks  drawn  on  a  domestic  bank  only. 


MAIL  ORDER  FORM  TO: 

Superintendent  of  Documents 
Government  Printing  Office 
Washington,  D.C.  20402 


Enclosed  is  $ _ 

Z  Check 
D  Money  order 

□  Charge  to  my  Deposit  Account 
No  _ 


Credit  Card  Orders  Only  (Visa  and  Mastercard) 
Total  charges  $ 


Credit  card  No 


For  Office  Use  Only  Order  No - Eviration  Date  Month/Year 

Quantity  Charges 

_  Publications  _  Name— First,  Last 


Subscriptions  _  1111111111111111111111111111111111111 


Special  Shipping  Charges 
International  Handling 

Company  Name  or  Additional  Address  Line 

II  1  1  1  1  1  11  1  1  1  1  1  1 

Mil 

II  11  11 

11  II  II  11  11  1  1 

Special  Charges 

OPNR 

Street  Address 

LI  1  II  1  1  1  II  1  1  1  1  1 

Mil 

II  II  II 

11  11  11  II  1  1  1  1 

IIPNS 

Balance  Due 

City 

11  1  II  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

11  11 

II  11  II 

State  Zip  Code 

11  II  11  II  II  1  1 

Discount 

Refund 

Country 

HI  1  1  1  1  1  11  1  11  1  1 

11  11 

11  1  1  11 

M  11  11  II  11  1  1 

FAS  Circulars: 

Market  Information  For 
Agricultural  Exporters 


As  an  agricultural  exporter,  you 
need  timely,  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  on  changing  consumer 
preferences,  needs  of  foreign 
buyers,  and  the  supply  and  de¬ 
mand  situation  in  countries 


To  subscribe:  Indicate  which  publications  you  want.  Send  a  check  for  the  total  amount 
payable  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  Only  checks  on  U.S.  banks,  cashier’s 
checks,  or  international  money  orders  will  be  accepted.  NO  REFUNDS  CAN  BE  MADE. 
Mail  this  form  to:  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
Information  Division 
Room  4644-S 


around  the  world. 

The  Foreign  Agricultural  Serv¬ 
ice  can  provide  that  information 
in  its  commodity  circulars. 

World  agricultural  information 
and  updates  on  special  FAS 
export  services  for  the  food 
and  agricultural  trade  all  are 
available  in  these  periodic 
circulars. 

For  a  sample  copy  of  these 
reports— which  can  supply  you 
with  the  information  you  need 
to  make  sound  busi¬ 
ness  decisions — check  the  box 
indicated,  fill  out  the  address 
form  and  mail  it  today. 


U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.C.  20250 


Subscriptions 

Subscription  Rate 

10022 

Cocoa  (2  issues) 

Domestic 

$  3.00 

Foreign 

$4.00 

10003 

Coffee  (3  issues) 

5.00 

10.00 

10004 

Cotton  (1 2  issues) 

20.00 

30.00 

10005 

Dairy,  Livestock  &  Poultry: 

Export  Trade  &  Prospects  (8  issues) 

14.00 

22.00 

10006 

Meat  &  Dairy  Monthly  Imports  (12  issues) 

20.00 

25.00 

10007 

Dairy  Situation  (2  issues) 

3.00 

4.00 

10008 

Livestock  &  Poultry  Situation  (2  issues) 

4.00 

7.00 

10009 

All  24  Reports  Listed  Above 

41.00 

58.00 

10010 

Grains: 

World  Grain  Situation  &  Outlook  (16  issues) 

28.00 

41.00 

10011 

Export  Markets  for  U.S.  Grain  (12  issues) 

20.00 

30.00 

10013 

USSR  Grain  Situation  &  Outlook  (12  issues) 

15.00 

20.00 

10014 

All  40  Reports  Listed  Above 

63.00 

91.00 

10015 

Horticultural  Products  (12  issues) 

20.00 

30.00 

10016 

Oilseeds  &  Products  (13  issues) 

27.00 

42.00 

10017 

Seeds  (4  issues) 

9.00 

15.00 

10018 

Sugar,  Molasses  &  Honey  (3  issues) 

5.00 

8.00 

10019 

Tea,  Spices  &  Essential  Oils  (3  issues) 

5.00 

7.00 

10020 

Tobacco  (12  issues) 

25.00 

40.00 

10021 

World  Crop  Production  (12  issues) 

18.00 

25.00 

10023 

Wood  Products  (4  issues) 

7.00 

10.00 

Total  Reports  Ordered  _  .  .  _  .  ...  _  . 

Total  Subscription  Price 

□  Please  send  me  a  sample  copy. 


Enclosed  Is  my  Check  for  $ _ Made  Payable  to  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 


Name  (Last,  first,  middle  initial) 


Organization  or  Firm 


Street  or  P.O.  Box  Number 


City  State  Zip  Code 


Country 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20250 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 
PENALTY  FOR  PRIVATE  USE,  $300 


FIRST-CLASS  MAIL 
POSTAGE  &  FEES  PAID 
USDA-FAS 
WASHINGTON,  D.C. 
PERMIT  No.  G-262 


If  your  address  should  be  changed _ PRINT 

OR  TYPE  the  new  address,  including  ZIP  CODE  and 
return  the  whole  sheet  and/or  envelope  to: 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE,  Room  4644  So. 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.C.  20250 


